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The tourism industry's development shaped the 
local landscape with several hotel complexes, 
bars, and restaurants, attracting youth for job 
opportunities. The beach stands as a central 
element for the community, especially for fishing 
activities. But as tourism has declined, the beach 
is almost abandoned.

Since the colonial era, groundnut cultivation is a key economic activity in the area, 
but farmlands are being abandoned, influencing youth’s mobility. Migration is part of 
everyday discussion topics for people living in Kerewan, and mobility takes di�erent 
forms, from temporary economic mobility to the Great Banjul Area to transnational 
migration through the Backway. Social and family pressures encourage youth to 
migrate to Europe.

The village is at a strategic location at the 
regional level, with a proximity to the road and 
close to the market of Diaobé (with 
customers and vendors coming from the 
subregion).  The village is the result of various 
migration trajectories and settlements. 
Horticulture is a crucial activity for women 
and benefited from various development 
interventions from the government.

The villages in this area are linked together notably 
through agriculture, a key economic sector for the 
area thanks to very fertile land. Rice cultivation 
plays an important role, as well as groundnut and 
millet production. Several development 
interventions in the region focused on irrigation to 
encourage rice production. The decline of rice 
cultivation marked an increase in youth migration. 

Activities of agriculture and 
fishing are the most 
important for the 
community. Development 
interventions focus on 
gardening and horticulture, 
led by women. Revenues 
issued from agriculture 
work are usually invested 
into youth education. Youth 
denounced a ‘lack of space’ 
(limited access to land), 
preventing them from 
developing economic 
activities.
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These results are based on 
MigChoice Research.  

The maps in this document are for illustration purposes only. The depiction and use of  boundaries, geographic names and related data shown on maps and included in this report are not warranted to be 
error free nor do they imply judgment on the legal status of  any territory, or any endorsement or acceptance of  such boundaries by IOM.
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https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government/departments/international-development/research/projects/2019/migchoice/index.aspx

